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Introduction

Smart Villages refer to the 
improvement of infrastructure 
management and planning to 
fight... 

...against depopulation and low 
population density as well as the 
cuts and centralization of services 
supported by digitalization efforts
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Introduction

– In the project Smart Villages 

(Interreg Alpine Space) we 

have built an online platform 

to help villages to increase 

their level of smartness...

https://smart-villages.eu
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https://smart-villages.eu/


Problems

– The rural world is experiencing a series of problems that if managed in 
time can be prevented from getting worse 

– Depopulation because of rural exodus, where many people leave the place where 
they have lived during many years in search of new opportunities in the urban world.

– Aging of the population, related to the previous point, as young people consider 
that other more populated places can be more attractive and offer more 
professional opportunities.

– Disappearance of public services, because it becomes very expensive to offer a 
service that will not have many users.
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– The smartness assessment process involves activities that 

offer a set of pre-established good practices and tools to 

bring similar practices into the real world. 

Possible solutions
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Possible solutions
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– Some of the entries in our database are not legit. Therefore, 

we need to identify them in an automatic way

Involving students. Example I
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– Similarity that measures the degree of maturity in relation 

to each of the dimensions of study that we address in our 

framework. 

– The calculation of similarity is very useful because it allows 

the local authorities of the rural world to determine which 

places present some characteristics to those of the place in 

question.

Involving students. Example II
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Conclusions

– We have presented our framework for data analysis in the context of the 
smart villages

– Our goal is to develop novel methodologies and tools that will help local 
authorities in the rural world to pilot an appropriate transition to an 
effective and sustainable digitalization model. 

– At present, this transition lacks proper guidelines and tools, and it is so 
unstructured that most local authorities do not have a starting point nor 
software support to guide them in making adequate progress in terms of 
smartness maturity.
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Thank you very much for your attention
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