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The EU Rural vision: working together for rural areas

Communication from the EC (June 2021) Shared goals for 2040

Rural action plan (EC)

&

Rural Pact (everyone)

Vision for Agriculture and food 

(2025):
> Enhance synergies in support

> Update the Rural action plan

> Strengthen the Rural Pact

> Resource and operationalise rural 

proofing

Policies for rural areas

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A52021DC0345
https://agriculture.ec.europa.eu/overview-vision-agriculture-food/vision-agriculture-and-food_en


► Youth: 
• Getting more rural young people 

in ERASMUS

► Rural revitalisation platform 
launched

► Research and innovation for 
rural communities

• 70 multi-actor research projects 
under Horizon EU

• European Start-up village forum 
launched

► Networking on mobility for rural 
communities under SMARTA-NET

► Rural Digital Futures
• €23 billion invested in 

connectivity in market failure 
areas

• Pilot on digital education in 
remote areas “Learning from the 
extremes”

► Rural energy communities 
advisory hub (RECAH)

• 27 municipalities received 
technical assistance

• Guidance for all

► Certification of Carbon 
removals

► EU mission: A soil deal for 
Europe (R&I calls)

• Funding for local/regional living 
labs and lighthouses

► Social resilience and Women in 
rural areas

• Raising awareness on the 
importance of care in rural areas 
(European care strategy 2022)

► Entrepreneurship and 
social economy (SE)

• Providing good practices for 
social economy in rural areas 
under “Transition pathway for 
proximity and social economy”

• Funding for consortia in SE in 
rural areas

The rural action plan: 24 thematic actions

► Networking for LEADER (EU CAP 
Network) and Smart villages 
(SmartRural 21 & 27)

► Study on land-use for sustainable 
agriculture working on 
recommendations for local planning 
and zoning

► Urban mobility plans being 
updated with more focus on 
rural-urban linkages

► Broadband competency office 
network acting for improved 
connectivity in market failure areas

• Capacity building/+advice

► Toolkit for producer 
groups in Geographical 
Indications

► Networking for forest-
dominant municipalities

► Education for youth
• Dedicated content for rural 

schools under school education 
platform & online teacher 
community



The Rural Pact – a space to work together

Objectives

Amplifying rural voices and bringing 
them higher on the political agenda 

Structuring and enabling 
networking, collaboration & 
mutual learning

Encouraging and monitoring 
voluntary actions for the vision

The Rural Pact is a formal space and framework to boost cooperation between national, regional 
and local governments, civil society organisations, businesses, academics and citizens to act towards 
the shared goals of the rural vision. 

Rural Pact Proposal: https://agriculture.ec.europa.eu/system/files/2022-07/rural-pact-proposal_en.pdf

Digital & mountains

Stressing needs

Good practice webinars 
on digital skills, 

innovation
Community group on 

Mountains

https://agriculture.ec.europa.eu/system/files/2022-07/rural-pact-proposal_en.pdf
https://agriculture.ec.europa.eu/system/files/2022-07/rural-pact-proposal_en.pdf
https://agriculture.ec.europa.eu/system/files/2022-07/rural-pact-proposal_en.pdf
https://agriculture.ec.europa.eu/system/files/2022-07/rural-pact-proposal_en.pdf
https://agriculture.ec.europa.eu/system/files/2022-07/rural-pact-proposal_en.pdf
https://agriculture.ec.europa.eu/system/files/2022-07/rural-pact-proposal_en.pdf
https://agriculture.ec.europa.eu/system/files/2022-07/rural-pact-proposal_en.pdf


Rural areas in EU’s budget 
2028-2034

• A single fund for all policies under shared 
management

• A single partnership plan for each 
Member State

• The new framework offers new 
opportunities to support stronger, 
connected, resilient and prosperous rural 
areas with a more integrated approach.

• A proposed rural target of 10% of each 
NRPP envelope (excluding amounts ring-
fenced for CAP and CFP income support to 
farmers, foresters and fishers)

Download

https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/69906998-692e-11f1-9b18-01aa75ed71a1/language-en?WT.mc_id=Searchresult&WT.ria_c=164596&WT.ria_f=9791&WT.ria_ev=search&WT.URL=https%3A%2F%2Fagriculture.ec.europa.eu%2F


www.ruralpact.rural-vision.europa.eu

www.ruralpact.rural-vision.europa.eu

www.ruralpact.rural-vision.europa.eu/become-member_en

Join the Rural Pact Community and online platform

www.ruralpact.rural-vision.europa.eu/become-member_en
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Thank you!

http://www.ruralpact.rural-vision.europa.eu/
https://www.ruralpact.rural-vision.europa.eu/become-member_en
https://www.facebook.com/EURuralPact
https://twitter.com/EURuralPact
https://www.linkedin.com/company/eu-rural-pact/
https://www.youtube.com/@EUruralpact
https://bsky.app/profile/eururalpact.bsky.social
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